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Look, the whole point of Chrome OS is...Chrome. But if you’re a rebel and a fighter, you can step outside that box and do the unthinkable: Install Firefox on your Chromebook. Here’s how it’s done. Why You Might Want to Do This Really, there isn’t a whole lot of practical reasoning behind installing Firefox on a Chromebook. Maybe you just love
Firefox, or maybe you just like doing things because you can—you know, for fun. Sure, if you need to check something in Firefox and all you have is a Chromebook, then that can be a good enough reason, but let’s be honest here: you didn’t buy a Chromebook to use Firefox on. So really, it’s just for the sake of it. It’s a hoot. The Easy Way: Install
Firefox for Android While this might be considered cheating, if you're really looking for a quick and dirty Firefox experience, just use the Android app. You can use the stable app, the beta app, and even Firefox Focus if you’'re into that. Just fire up the Play Store on your Chromebook with Android app support, search for Firefox, and install away. It's
that simple. But like I said, that’s the easy way. And if it’s the full Firefox desktop experience you’re looking for, there is a way. The Harder Way: Install the Linux App This is where the fun really starts. If your Chromebook supports Linux apps (currently just the Pixelbook and Samsung Chromebook Plus do, but more are in the works), you can natively
install the Linux app. Currently, the easiest way to go about this is to install Firefox ESR (Extended Support Release), since it’s just a command away. Just fire up a terminal and type the following command: sudo apt install firefox-esr Give it a few seconds, and Firefox will be ready to go. Alternatively, if you're into more security, you can also install
Iceweasel directly from the terminal: sudo apt install iceweasel And that’s all there is to it. The Hardest Way: Set Up Crouton If you simply must have Firefox on your Chromebook, your device doesn’t have Linux support, and the Android app just won't cut it, you're left with only one option: use Crouton. RELATED: How to Install Ubuntu Linux on Your
Chromebook with Crouton Crouton offers a way to run a Linux distribution alongside Chrome OS—you can even run it in a dedicated browser tab—so you get the best of both worlds. We have a full tutorial on installing and using Crouton to get you started. Once installed, you can install Firefox in your Crouton installation through the terminal—you
can even use the above-listed commands to install Firefox ESR or Iceweasel. When Google first announced its Chrome OS project, many commentators assumed that the Internet giant was challenging the dominance of Microsoft Windows. The truth is, Chrome is not a threat to Windows, OS X, or any distribution of Linux-nor is it meant to be. At
Google’s unveiling of Chome earlier this month, Sundar Pichai, VP of Product Managment, stated “a lot of what you see on Chrome OS will make its way to Chrome.” Since Pichai also mentioned that, internally, Google staffers joke that “Chome is Chrome OS,” it makes sense that most features will be replicated on both products. Like many others
here at PC World, I recently downloaded an early version of the Chromium OS built in a virtual machine. I didn’t spend much time using it, because not only was it slow and buggy (as is to be expected at this stage of development), but because aside from additions like the Application Panel, Application Tabs, and Notification Panels, there’s not much
in the OS that the Chrome browser doesn’t already have. Chrome is Chrome. By completely omitting local apps and storage Google made it obvious that it’s not looking to replace your existing OS. Pichai acknowledged that not all apps will run on the Chrome OS and countered that “most people who buy this device next year...expect them to have
another machine at home.” As my colleague Robert Strohmeyer pointed out last week, Chrome OS seems intentionally unremarkable. This demonstrates that Google isn’t positioning Chrome to take over as your media center, gaming machine, or professional workstation. Chrome OS is being developed to fill a need for fast, dirt-cheap, Web-centric
computers that are highly mobile and have extended battery life. Beyond that, the Chrome initiative exists to promote next-generation HTML5 Web apps and to create a computing ecosystem that replicates Chrome’s features and settings across multiple platforms. Chrome exists as a catalyst to accelerate the development of Web-centric applications,
and to give people more reason to start using Web-based alternatives to traditional apps. Because Chrome OS is open source, Google can’t sell it and isn’t financially motivated to replace your desktop OS. Google will be just as happy to have you running the Chrome browser on your existing computer as to have you buy a netbook equipped with
Chrome OS. However, as Google’s primary source of income is advertising, it wants people on the Web as much as possible. By supplying a high-performance Web browser that works across all popular OSs and can even serve as its own OS on mobile devices, Google is hoping to drive users to the Web services that boost its bottom line. Michael
Scalisi is an IT manager based in Alameda, California. You can't install Chrome OS, but CloudReady Chromium OS offers a similar experience.To install and use, create a CloudReady installation file on a USB drive.Boot CloudReady from the USB drive. This article explains how to install Neverware's CloudReady version of Chromium OS on your
Windows, Mac, or Chrome computer using an 8- or 16GB USB flash drive. This process is a little different on Windows than it is on MacOS and Chrome OS, and Neverware recommends that you use Windows for this step even if you aren't planning on installing CloudReady on a Windows computer. If you have access to a Windows computer, the first
step is to download the CloudReady USB maker from Neverware: Navigate to Neverware.com. Scroll down to Get the Free Version and select it. Select Install the Home Edition. Select Download USB Maker. Once you have downloaded the USB maker, you're ready to create the USB installer. You will need an 8 or 16GB USB stick for this step. You
will lose any data that's stored on the USB stick, so back it up before you create your USB installer. Neverware recommends that you don't use SanDisk USB sticks, but if that's all you have, it should work. Here's how to create a USB installer for CloudReady: Launch the CloudReady USB maker program that you downloaded from Neverware. Click or
tap Next. Select 64-bit or 32-bit, and click or tap Next. Insert your USB stick and click or tap Next. Do not proceed if you have any important data on your USB stick. Back up any important data first. Select the USB stick that you want to use, and click or tap Next. Wait for the installation to complete, and click or tap Finish. Once you have finished
making your CloudReady USB stick, you're ready to try it out. If you don't have a Windows computer, you can still make a CloudReady USB installer. The process is a little more complicated, and Neverware recommends you use Windows instead, but it is possible. The first step is to download a CloudReady image to place on your USB stick: Navigate
to Neverware.com. Scroll down and select Get the Free Version. Click or tap Install the Home Edition. Click or tap Download 64-BIT or Download 32-BIT. Use the 64-bit version unless you're going to install CloudReady on an older 32-bit computer. The next step requires you to have Chrome installed on your computer. This is a given if you're using a
Chromebook, but if you only have a Mac, and you don't already have Chromium, you will need to install it before you proceed. Add the Chromebook recovery app: Navigate to the Chromebook Recovery Utility on the Google Play Store. Click or tap ADD TO CHROME > Add app. Open the Chromebook Recovery Utility. Click or tap the gear icon > Use
local image. Select the CloudReady .iso that you downloaded from Neverware. If you have a Mac, Neverware recommends that you unzip the .iso using the Unarchiver utility. If you don't, the USB installer creation process may not work. Click or tap continue. Wait for the process to finish, and click or tap Done. Once you have finished creating a
CloudReady installation USB drive, you're almost ready to go. The last thing you need to do is shut down the computer you want to use CloudReady on, and make sure that it is capable of booting from USB. If you insert the USB stick in your computer, and it boots to its normal operating system, you will need to change the boot order. Check out our
guide to changing boot order in BIOS if you are unsure how to accomplish this. On a Mac, just hold down the option key when booting up and you'll be given a choice of which device to use to boot your Mac. Here's how to run Chromium OS from a USB stick via CloudReady: Select a computer that you want to use with CloudReady. You can use a
laptop, desktop, Windows, Mac, or even Linux computer. The hardware may not be perfectly compatible, but you won't know until you try. Make sure the computer is off. Locate a USB port on the computer and insert your CloudReady installation USB. Turn the computer on. If it boots to its normal operating system, you will need to change the boot
order. Wait for the welcome screen to appear. Click Let's go. Check your internet connection. If you aren't connected to ethernet, plug in an ethernet cable, or click Add other Wi-Fi network. If adding a Wi-Fi network, click on your network, or enter the SSID and click Connect. Skip this step if you are connected via ethernet. Click Next > CONTINUE.
Enter your Gmail address or email that's associated with your Google account, and click Next. If you don't already have a Google account, click More options and follow the on-screen instructions. Enter your Gmail or Google account password, and click Next. If prompted, enter your two-factor authentication code and click Next. This will complete the
setup of CloudReady. It's ready to use in this state, and you can immediately start browsing the internet with Chrome, access your Google Drive files, and anything else you would normally do with a Chromebook. If you don't want to permanently replace your existing operating system with CloudReady, you can simply leave the USB stick in your
computer. Every time you turn it on, it will boot to CloudReady instead of the original operating system. If you ever want to use the original operating system, just turn off the computer, remove the USB stick, and turn the computer back on. If you don't install CloudReady permanently, you will not receive updates. CloudReady receives regular,
automatic updates from Neverware once it has been installed. You will need to periodically create a new CloudReady USB stick to take advantage of updates to the operating system if you choose to not permanently install it. Installing CloudReady deletes your original operating system and all of the files on your computer. After you install it, your
computer will have a version of Chromium OS on it instead of the original operating system. The rest of the data on the computer, including any images or videos you have saved, will also be gone. Before you install CloudReady permanently, you will need to back up all of your files to the cloud or an external hard drive. You should then boot up
CloudReady using the method that was described in the previous section. If your computer doesn't operate normally when running CloudReady from the USB installer, permanently installing CloudReady won't magically fix the problem. Make sure that all of your devices, including the keyboard, mouse or touchpad, Wi-Fi, and everything else functions
normally. CloudReady is compatible with most computers, but some hardware just isn't compatible with ChromeOS or CloudReady. If you find that your computer won't connect to Wi-Fi, CloudReady probably doesn't have a working driver for your Wi-Fi card. In that case, permanently installing CloudReady would be a bad idea. If CloudReady works
well on your computer, installing it is extremely easy: Turn your computer on with the CloudReady USB stick already inserted. Wait for CloudReady to boot up. Click your user icon in the lower right corner of the system tray. Click Install CloudReady > INSTALL CLOUDREADY. Read and agree to all warnings, and wait for the installation process to
finish. Once the installation process has finished, you can turn the computer off and remove the USB stick. When you turn the computer on the next time, it will boot into CloudReady. Chrome OS is based on Chromium OS. Chromium OS is an open-source project that anyone (really) can copy, modify, and use in any way they like. That means you could
get pretty close to a Chrome OS experience by installing Chromium OS on a computer. It does take some rather technical expertise, however. CloudReady is an operating system that is based on Chromium OS, just like Google's official Chrome OS. Both Neverware and Google take the base code from the Chromium OS open source project and add
their own proprietary code to create a working operating system. The advantage of CloudReady, in comparison to Chrome OS, is that you can install it on a wide variety of hardware. If you have an old Windows laptop or MacBook that has slowed down over time, you may be able to turn it into a very close approximation of a Chromebook by installing
CloudReady. Because CloudReady isn't as resource-intensive as modern versions of Windows and MacOS, you may see a performance improvement if you install it on an older computer or laptop. CloudReady isn't compatible with all computer hardware. Before you install it on your computer, boot it from a USB drive and make sure that your mouse or
touchpad, keyboard, Wi-Fi, and other devices work. Thanks for letting us know! Get the Latest Tech News Delivered Every Day Subscribe Tell us why!
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